
The New Ways Reply 
 
Premise 2 is false. Mary doesn’t learn a new fact when she 
leaves the room, she gains a new way of thinking about a 
fact she already knows.

Reductive Physicalism 

1. Physicalism:  
All mental states are realized by physical states. 

2. Computationalism:  
Cognitive states are realized and reductively explained 
by computational states of the brain. 

3. No Explanatory Gap:  
Conscious experiences can be reductively explained in 
physical terms.

The Reductive Reply 

Premise 2 is false. Mary already knew what it was like to 
see red, by using reductive explanation while inside the 
room.

Explanatory gap 

There is no reductive explanation of conscious experiences 
in purely physical terms.

Conscious experience 
= conscious state, qualitative state, phenomenology, 
phenomenal experience 
 
The conscious experience of an organism (at a given time) 
is what it is like to be that organism (at that time).

The Knowledge Argument 

Premise 1. Before leaving the room, Mary knows all the 
physical facts. 

Premise 2. After leaving the room, Mary learns a new fact, 
and it is a fact about the conscious state of seeing red. 
 
Conclusion. There is a fact about the phenomenology of a 
conscious state, which is not a physical fact.  So 
Physicalism is false. 

Naturalistic Dualism 

1. Dualism about conscious experiences:  
Conscious experiences are not realized by physical 
states. 

2. No downward causation for conscious experiences: 
Conscious experiences do not cause physical events in 
the brain. 

3. Psychophysical laws:  
Physical events in the brain cause conscious experiences 
according to natural laws. 

4. Computationalism:  
Cognitive states are realized and reductively explained 
by computational states of the brain.

Non-Reductive Physicalism 

1. Physicalism:  
All mental states are realized by physical states. 

2. Computationalism:  
Cognitive states are realized and reductively explained 
by computational states of the brain. 

3. Explanatory Gap:  
Conscious experiences cannot be reductively explained 
in physical terms.

Explanation principle 

For any facts A and B: A is realized by B if and only if 
A can be reductively explained in terms of B.

Realization 

A is realized by B = A emerges from B.  If A is realized by 
B, then A is made out of, or composed from B’s.

Definitions 



Conscious Experience 
• What are conscious experiences?  How is conscious experience defined? 
• What are some examples of conscious experiences?  (Besides seeing a color.) 
• What is the difference between conscious and non-conscious states? 
• What are possible examples of conscious and non-conscious mental states? 
• What are some examples where conscious states seem to cause changes in behavior? 

Explanatory Gap 
• What is a reductive explanation?  What are some examples?   
• What are some examples of things that cannot be reductively explained? 
• What does it mean to say there is an explanatory gap between physical facts and conscious states? 
• What are some examples where there is no explanatory gap? 
• What is meant by the idea that some facts are subjective and some facts are objective? 
• Why are physical facts objective?  Why are facts about conscious states subjective? 
• What does subjectivity and objectivity have to do with the explanatory gap? 

Explanation Principle 
• What does the Explanation Principle say? 
• What are some example of realization? 
• What are some examples of reductive explanation? 
• What are some examples where the Explanation Principle is true? 
• What is the relationship between the Explanation Principle and the Explanatory Gap? 

The Knowledge Argument 
• What is the set up and key assumptions of the Knowledge Argument? 
• What are the key premises of the Knowledge Argument? 
• How does the falsity of physicalism follow from the premises of the argument? 
• How plausible is the argument?  Which premise is most controversial? 
• What replies to the argument are available to the physicalist? 
• How would the argument go, as applied to a different kind of conscious experience (other than seeing a color)? 
• Does the argument apply to cognitive states as well as conscious states? 

The Reductive Reply 
•  What is the Reductive Reply to the Knowledge Argument? 
• Which premise does it take issue with and why? 
• What considerations motivate the Reductive Reply? 
• Which theory of consciousness does it align with? 
• What are potential challenges to the Reductive Reply? 

The New Ways Reply 
•  What is the New Ways Reply to the Knowledge Argument? 
• Which premise does it take issue with and why? 
• What considerations motivate the New Ways Reply? 
• Which theory of consciousness does it align with? 
• What are potential challenges to the New Ways Reply?

Study Topics and Questions 



Study Questions and Concepts (continued) 

Naturalistic Dualism 
• What is Naturalistic Dualism?  Describe and explain each component of the view. 
• What does Naturalistic Dualism say about conscious states?  cognition? 
• What does Naturalistic Dualistm say about the Explanatory Gap?  The Explanation Principle? 
• Why do Naturalistic Dualists deny downward causation for conscious states? 
• Why do Naturalistic Dualists believe in upward causation via psychophysical laws? 
• Why do Naturalistic Dualists embrace computationalism? 
• How is Naturalistic Dualism different from Interactionist Dualism? 
• What is are the main reasons for believing Naturalistic Dualism? 
• What are the most implausible aspects of Naturalistic Dualism? 
• Pick an event from your day— what does Naturalistic Dualism say is going on here? 

Reductive Physicalism 
• What is Reductive Physicalism? Describe and explain each component of the view. 
• What does Reductive Physicalism say about conscious states? cognitive states? 
• What does Reductive Physicalism say about the Explanatory Gap?  The Explanation Principle? 
• What is are the main reasons for believing Reductive Physicalism? 
• What are the most implausible aspects of Reductive Physicalism? 
• How does Reductive Physicalism respond to the Knowledge Argument? 
• Pick an event from your day— what does Naturalistic Dualism say is going on here? 

Non-Reductive Physicalism 
• What is Non-Reductive Physicalism? Describe and explain each component of the view. 
• What does Non-Reductive Physicalism say about conscious states? cognitive states? 
• What does Reductive Physicalism say about the Explanatory Gap?  The Explanation Principle? 
• What is are the main reasons for believing Non-Reductive Physicalism? 
• What are the most implausible aspects of Reductive Physicalism? 
• What is the difference between Non-Reductive Physicalism and … Reductive Physicalism?  Naturalistic Dualism? 
• How does Non-Reductive Physicalism respond to the Knowledge Argument? 
• Pick an event from your day— what does Naturalistic Dualism say is going on here?



I’m taking a philosophy of mind course at UCLA.   We are studying the problem of 
consciousness.  I’m preparing for an exam which consists of 2-3 short essay questions.  I’d 
like you to play the role of my philosophy professor and help me prepare for the exam.  
I’ve attached a list of all the study topics, study questions, and relevant definitions. 
 
To begin, please ask me whether I’d like to (a) work on study questions, or (b) practice a 
sample exam. 

For (a), working on study questions,  let’s proceed through the questions in the attached 
handout one by one.   You prompt me with a question, then I’ll reply, then you’ll give me 
feedback.   We’ll then discuss the feedback until I understand and we agree.  Then, when 
I’m ready, I’ll indicate that you should give me the next question.  For each question, an 
approximately one paragraph answer should be appropriate. 
 
For (b), practicing a sample exam,  pick 2-3 study topics (the headings above the 
questions) that seem related, and ask me a possible exam question about their 
connection.  (For example: “Compare and contrast Reductive and Non-Reductive 
Physicalism using a clear example.”)   When you do this, please remind me explicitly, that 
these are AI-generated questions, not questions from the actual professor.  As above, 
you’ll ask a question, I’ll give an answer, you’ll give me feedback, and we’ll discuss until I’m 
ready for the next one.  For each question, a two or three paragraph answer should be 
appropriate. 
 
In either case, when you give me feedback, you should evaluate my answers from the 
perspective of my philosophy professor.  Please suggest improvements to my answers, 
both at a conceptual level, and also at the level of writing and presentation.  The emphasis 
should be on clarity, consistency, and accuracy.  There should be a special emphasis on 
the appropriate use of illustrative examples. 

Answers should go into enough detail to explain the matter at hand to someone who is 
not already familiar with philosophical ideas about consciousness—- but who is familiar 
with other aspects of philosophy of mind, including interactionist dualism, physicalism, the 
problem of mental causation, cognition, and the computational theory of mind. 

Sample AI prompt for studying 


